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A POET DESCRIBES “DEPRESSION” 
IN ROME 


Horace, Ode V, 9. Translated by Charles L. Graves 


Some years ago Charles L. Graves and Rudyard Kipling 
added a Fifth Book to Horace’s Four Books or Opes, with 
the Latin on one page and the translation on the opposite one. 
The poems were published by Basil Blackwell of London who 
grants permission to THE SERVICE BUREAU to reprint. THE YALE 
University Press, holding the American rights, also consents. 


Years ago, though not so many, I was prompted to complain 

Of the City’s deep encroachment on our arable domain, 

Watching with a grave misgiving fields that once were rich 
in wheat 

Overrun with royal mansions, busy mart, or crowded street. 


All around the mason’s trowel or the carver’s chisel rang, 
Palaces and baths and temples swiftly into being sprang: 
Dealers in imported marbles quite colossal fortunes made, 
And the builder and contractor drove a truly roaring trade. 


But the rigorous enforcement of new sumptuary laws 

To this craze for bricks and mortar gave a salutary pause: 
Private enterprise in building long has been severely checked, 
And the doom of unemployment dogs the helpless architect. 


Luxury is at a discount; even villa roofs are thatched; 
Senators appear in togas palpably and freely patched; 
Frugal fare is all the fashion; Iccius and his greedy wife, 
Once disciples of Lucullus, now affect the simple life. 


Even Telephus the dandy, whose complexion was his pride, 
Now adopts the “bearded Cato” as his model and his guide. 

He has rented an allotment, where he hoes and sows and digs. 
Shuns the company of ladies, and is busy raising pigs. 


Nobler signs of public spirit I delightedly remark 

In the fact that good Maecenas recently ploughed up his park, 
And in patriotic answer to the Emperor’s appeals 

Turned his artificial waters into hatcheries for eels. 


Flora bows to bustling Ceres; unobserved the violet blows; 
And the satisfying parsnip triumphs o’er the blushing rose ; 
Fragrant and exotic blossoms now no longer scent the air, 
For the humblest vegetables have usurped the gay parterre. 


Once, O Varus, I besought you “first and foremost plant the 
vine ;” 

Now my former predilection I reluctantly resign. 

Rather cultivate your orchard; apples, raw, or baked, or stewed, 

Are not merely rare refreshing fruit, but highly wholesome food. 


Far too long relying largely on imported foodstuffs, Rome 
Learns at last to stock her larder and her granaries from home, 
Learns to push the propaganda of the multiplying sow, 

Learns to ease her Navy’s vigil by the speeding of the plough. 


EXPERIENCE—THE BEST TEACHER 


With apologies to those who have been members of the Edi- 
tor’s Classes for the Training of Latin Teachers. To them it is 
old stuff! 

It goes without saying that a college course, given by a pro- 
fessor who has had experience in the secondary schools, and 
designed to prepare the uninitiated student to meet the problems 
confronting the Latin teacher in the Junior or Senior High 
Schools, is of great value and should be required as a basis of 
recommendation. However, if the instructor is strong only on 
the knowledge side of Latin, and does not realize that failure to 
get from pupils the reaction he would like is largely due to his 
methods rather than to stupidity on the part of the child, the 
value of his course may be questioned. But apart from the char- 
acter of the training course, no teacher who has a sense of 
humor and is honest enough to look himself in the face when 
confronted by failure and to acknowledge (to himself, at least) 
that he has made a mistake which is largely responsible for the 
poor results, will deny that, after all, his experience in the class- 
room is the best training for success. 

With a view to illustrating this statement by concrete ex- 
amples (which may safeguard some young teacher) the Editor 
suggests that at least one column of Latin Nores be given to 
contributions along this line, although names need not be given 
if the writer so prefers. And to start the movement, here is one 
of her glaring mistakes dating back to the early years of her 
experience as a teacher of Latin in the High School: 


In a graduate course in Latin Syntax, I had an instructor who 
preferred a marked change in the terminology of the construc- 
tions in syntax—changes which were altogether intelligible to 
the mature scholar but quite beyond the understanding of smal! 
boys and girls. Since I had been warned again and again in the 
course for the training of Latin teachers not to “lower the 
standard,” I felt that I must keep these names for the construc- 
tions which I was trying to teach in High School. Moreover, I 
required that all subjunctives in the text (and sometimes all the 
case constructions) should be explained in class. 


One day I called upon a boy in the third year class to trans- 
late a paragraph. He was an earnest worker but the results 
shown in class were poor. However, on this occasion he trans- 
lated the paragraph correctly and used good English. I compli- 
mented him. “That’s a fine translation! Now, let us look at the 
subjunctives. What is the one in the third line?” His face 
showed his distress. After a time I called for “hands up,” and 
a bright girl gave the right answer—“Subjunctive of Ideal Cer- 
tainty” (as I recall). Whereupon the boy (usually quiet and not 
given to complaints) raised his hand. When I nodded consent, 
he said, “Miss Sabin, you said I translated the thought of that 
paragraph correctly and used good English. Why, then, do you 
make me learn that long name which I do not understand? If 


you did not make us give all of these queer names for subjunc- 
tives and cases, we would have more time to put on translation.” 
My answer, of course, (for him and the class and not for my- 
self) was, “But why not both?” 

Within the next week, | made out a list of syntactical points 
which were often met in the text we were using and gave each 
a name that could be understood, and for these points | required 
a high degree of mastery. Incidentally, the “standard” ot 
scholarship was “raised,” not “lowered.” 


Here is another testimony, taken from a paper entitled Ex- 
PERIENCES OF A NEOPHYTE: 

“After concluding one year of teaching, | feel that I have had 
at least the equivalent of another year at college, but the actual 
knowledge thus received could never be found within any walls 
or books of learning. It is my hope that I may turn this and 
the experiences of succeeding years into more and greater effec- 
tiveness in my teaching.” 

PHELPS 
St. Mary’s, Ohio 


SUGGESTIONS FOR CONSTRUCTIVE WORK 
IN THE INTERESTS OF LATIN 

“You ask for constructive suggestions. The most effective 
force would be the decision of the English teachers in colleges 
and high schools that at least two years of College Latin should 
be required for a Master’s Degree or a teacher's license in Eng- 
lish. In our University the students crowd into the modern 
language classes because they are told with emphasis that they 
must study German and French because these languages are re 
quired for a Master’s Degree. Many of these students will not 
do any graduate work, but they all think that they may, and so 
into modern language classes they go. If, therefore, the English 
teachers could be made to see the need of the Latin requirement 
for their students, the requirement would do for Latin and for 
English, too, what the modern language idea has done for Ger- 
man and French. 

The Latin cause might be helped, also, if a series of talks 
could be made over a popular radio station, not by classicists. 
but by a banker, lawyer, journalist, poet (louis Untermeyer ), 
etc., informal earnest talks about Latin from any point of view. 
except that of opposition. We hear enough of that!” 

Dave B. SHEARER 
DePauw University, Greencastle, Ind. 


In the December number of THE JourRNAL oF THE NATIONAL 
Epucation Association, an article entitled “The Schools of 
Greece and Rome” should be highly suggestive for those who 
are interested in “intelligent publicity” for the cause of the 
classics. There are doubtless many editors of magazines who 
would be willing to print occasionally an illustrated article deal- 
ing with some phase of Roman or Greek life. Why not appoint 
a committee, made up perhaps of one or two members of each 
of the large Classical Associations of the country to provide 
suitable material and to watch for opportunities to have it 
printed in some non-classical publication, preferably one which 
would be widely read by teachers and leaders in education? 

Tentu YEARBOOK OF THE EpuCATIONAL PREss AssociA- 
TION of America, 1934, contains an exhaustive list of journals. 
This may be obtained by addressing the Association, 1201 Six- 
teenth St., N.W., Washington, D. C. 


AN OLD-TIMER SPEAKS HIS MIND 


Readers who have been interested in the discussions in the 
December and January issues of Latin Notes regarding desir- 
able changes in the requirements and methods of the Latin 
courses in the public high schools should read the mimeographed 
article 508 (listed on page 4), bearing this attractive title. The 
Editor regrets that space is lacking for printing the article in 


Tue Nortrs. In a letter received with the manuscript, the writer, 
Rev. Felix P. Drouet, Niagara University, N. Y., says: 

“I think it will prove intensely interesting to most Latin 
teachers to hear the views of one who has been formed and 
trained according to different methods and who, aiter an experi- 
ence of 30 years in the classrooms of American Colleges, is fully 
convinced that those so-called ‘old fashioned methods’ are the 
only ones to give satisfactory results. At any rate, | would like 
to see how my more modern colleagues in the field of Latin will 
react to the frank statements of an old-timer who has greatly 
at heart the cause of classical Latin.” 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Sometime ago Francis P. Donnelly, S.J. of Fordham Uni- 
versity, prepared a small pamphlet entitled GrEEK SPEAKS For 
ItseLF—An Etymological Phantasy. Through the kindness of 
Allyn and Bacon, THe Servick Bureau has received a supply 
for distribution. Postage only is required as payment. 

A) Commemorative Horace volume is being prepared by 
Jesuits from all parts of the world. The headquarters at present 
are at St. Andrew-on-Hudson, Poughkeepsie, New York. Joseph 
M. F. Marique, S.J., is in charge of the work. 

THE Servick BurEAU has now available for sale at 10 cents 
each copies of the two Latin playlets on Horace by Professor 
Lillian B. Lawler, Horatius ApuLEscENS and Convivium 
which first appeared in the paper, AUXILIUM LATINUM. 


Miss Helen Bell of Westtown, Pennsylvania, is the author of 
a play entitled Heten or Troy. It is one of the best short 
dramatizations which Tik& Bureau has received. Vergil classes 
will enjoy it as well as older students. It may be obtained for 
25 cents from THE Service BurREAU. 


The new CaracoGurt of Service Bureau material which sells 
for 15 cents (20 cents postpaid) is proving very useful. [t is 
hoped that all instructors in Latin and Greek will secure a copy 
and that chairmen of classical meetings in the various states 
will call it to the attention of the visiting teachers. It takes the 
place of the Leaflets issued at the end of each year. 


These Radio Broadcasts may be heard in New York City at 
5:15-5:30 P. M. over Station WNYC: 

March 14, Latin, THE CHANNEL OF OUR CIVILIZATION. Fran- 
cis P. Donnelly, S.J., Fordham University. 

April 11, Dr. John H. Finley, Editor, New York Times; 
Grace Light, Chairman of Radio Committee in the N. Y. Clas- 
sical Club; James Danes, New York office of Allyn and Bacon 


The University of Santa Clara in California publishes month 
ly a Literary Supplement called Tue Owt. The issue for Jan 
uary, 1935, is devoted to Horace. The articles, written by vari 
ous contributors, are all very interesting. 


INTERESTING STATISTICS 


“There are about 250,000 teachers in the secondary schools of 
the United States. The enrollment in these schools is 5,590,000.” 


Statistical Summary of Education, 1931-32. 


ERRATA 


On page 4 of the January Latin Notes an error was made in 
connecting Professor Roy C. Flickinger with Iowa College in- 
stead of the University of Iowa at Iowa City. 
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ROMAN COIN PORTRAITS 


PicrokiaL LN tROpUCTION TO GREEK AND ROMAN COoINs is the title of an attractive cata- 
logue published by Wayte Raymond, a well-known dealer in coins. It contains a splendid 
series of illustrations of obtainable coins of the Greek Regal Series and the Roman Em- 
pire. All teachers and students of the Classics should see it. The price is 25 cents. Orders 
may be sent to THe Servick Burrtav. A price list for the individual coins will be avail- 
able shortly. 
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BOOKS 


MepicaL GREEK AND LatIN At A GLANCE. By Walter Agard, 
Professor of Greek, University of Wisconsin. Assisted by way 
of an Introduction by Doctor C. H. Bunting, Professor of 
Pathology. Published for $1.10 by Edwards Brothers, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. Invaluable for the teacher who wants some- 
thing in the way of concrete illustration to supplement the 
academic statement that the study of Greek and Latin helps 
the medical student. 


A volume entitled CLauprus, THE EMPEROR AND His ACHIEVE- 
MENT, by Arnaldo Momigliano, translated by W. D. Hogarth, 
has been published by the Clarendon Press in Oxford and may 
be secured from the Oxford University Press, 114 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City, for $2.25. It is a sympathetic treatment of this 
emperor and will be welcomed by the college students and teach- 
ers of Latin, although it is not within the range of high school 
pupils. 


Principces oF Jesurt Epucation IN Practice by Fran- 
cis P. Donnelly, S.J., is a book largely based on rhetorical prin- 
ciples as they affect pupils in the High School as well as fresh- 
men and sophomores in Colleges. It may be obtained from the 
publishers, P. J. Kenedy and Sons, 12 Barclay St., New York. 


PUBLICATIONS OTHER THAN THOSE 
LISTED IN THE CATALOGUE WHICH 
MAY BE SECURED THROUGH THE 
SERVICE BUREAU 


Roman CAcenvar. By Helen MacDonald. The edition for 1935 
is dedicated to Horace and contains 17 pictures. Price, 75 
cents, plus postage. 

Tue Story oF Prenistoric AND ROMAN Britain. By C. W. 
Airne. This contains over 500 black and white drawings of 
Roman antiquities in the British Museum. Price, 20 cents 
postpaid. 

IntTRopucTtory LEssONS IN LATIN AND ENGLISH, Part I. By 
Mason D. Gray. Price, 35 cents, plus postage. 

Pupits’ CoMPANION TO THE Stupy oF Latin, Parts II-III. 
By Mason D. Gray. Deals largely with derivation of words. 
Price, 45 cents, plus postage. 

Tue RELATION oF LATIN TO PracticAL Lire. By Frances E. 
Sabin. The values of Latin visualized. Price, $2.00. 

CrassicaL Associations oF IN ItaAty. By Frances E. 
Sabin. Valuable for the teachers of Latin and Ancient History 
by reason of its many stories of Roman life as well as for the 
traveler in Italy. Price, $3.00. 

Carmina. Original Latin songs set to music, by Fon Boerger. 
Designed for club programs. Price, 50 cents, plus postage. 
Latin Sones, New OLp, prepared by J. C. Robertson. 
There is no music, but the Latin version is as a rule adapted 

to well-known tunes. Price, 40 cents, plus postage. 

Tue Ones or Horace, arranged for singing by Coutts and Gow. 
Nine odes with musical settings. Price, 70 cents, plus postage. 

CarMINA Horatit Setecta. A group of 33 short selections from 
Horace set to music by Joseph Wagner. Imported from Hun- 
gary. Price, 90 cents, plus postage. 

Roman Miitary Tower. In cardboard form to be cut out and 
set up. Price, $1.75, plus postage. 

Roman Howse. An elaborate model of cardboard to be set up 
and decorated. Typewritten directions are included, also ink 
drawings of furniture to be cut out. Price $12.50, plus shipping 
charges. 

Roman Mritary Camp. In paper form to be cut out and set up 
—a rather difficult project. Price, $2.00 postpaid. 

Aeneas. A play based upon Vergil’s Aeneid, by Allan E. Wood- 
all. Price, 60 cents, plus postage. 

Tue Curse or Dino. A pageant, by Allan E. Woodall. A Sequel 
to Aeneas. Price, 65 cents, plus postage. 


THe Dream or ANDROMACHE. A pageant, by Allan E. Wood- 
all. Price, 35 cents, plus postage. 

GREEK THOUGHT. Selections from Homer to Menander. By 
Herman L. Ebeling. Price, 35 cents, plus postage. 

ALINARL PICTURES, PHOTOGRAPHS FROM Rome. These pictures 
are 74%” x 10” in size. Subjects deal with views of the Roman 
Forum, famous men of Rome and mythology. Price, 30 cents 
each postpaid. A list will be sent upon request. Supply limited. 

Postcarps SHOWING -SCENES FROM RECENT EXCAVATIONS IN 
Pompett, photographed by Tatiana Warsher. Price, 10 cents 
each, plus postage. A list will be sent upon request. 

Star Map. A colored map, 19” x 28”, giving the classical names 
of the constellations and showing their imaginary forms. Price, 
$1.25 postpaid. 

Humor IN VARRO AND OTHER Essays. By Harry E. Wedeck. 
Price, $1.00, plus postage. 

A Vircit PaGEANT presented by the Germantown Friends’ 
School. Contains several fine photographs of scenes in the 
play. Price, $1.00, plus postage. 

A PricrortaL INtropucTION TO GREEK AND ROMAN Corns, by 
Wayte Raymond. A catalogue showing a splendid series of 
illustrations of obtainable coins of Greece and Rome. Price, 
25 cents, plus postage. See page 3. 

HELEN oF Troy. A short play for High School pupils. By Helen 
Bell. Price, 25 cents, plus postage. 

Watt CHarts CONTAINING CONCRETE ILLUSTRATIONS (printed 
in black and red and often in the form of pictures) OF THE 
VaLues oF Latin. A list of 30 will be sent upon application. 
Each chart sells for $1.00, plus shipping charges. See Mimeo- 
graph 493. 


SERVICE BUREAU MATERIAL AVAILABLE 


This material appears in mimeographed or printed form. In 
the case of the former, the items may be borrowed with the 
understanding that the teacher pays the postage and returns the 
material within two weeks after its receipt, or they may be pur- 
chased for 5 cents each, unless another price is stated. Printed 
items, however, known as LATIN NOTES SUPPLEMENTS 
and BULLETINS, are not sent out as loans but must be 
purchased at the prices indicated. /he material has been listed 
in Leaflets published at the end of each school year, and con- 
taining a summary of items which have been announced in the 
Latin Notes for the year. But a catalogue containing a list of 
all of the items in classified form is now at hand. Price, 15 
cents; 20 cents postpaid. 

I. In Mimeographed Form 
(Numbering is continued from the February issue.) 

507. A Day With the Muses—a classical program adapted from 
suggestions of Wary C. Tunison, formerly at the High 
School, Lansing, Michigan. 

508. An old-timer speaks his mind—-comments on certain changes 
from the traditional aims and methods of teaching Latin. 
By Rev. Felix P. Drouet, Niagara University, N. Y. 

509. Humorous English poems by various authors, based upon 
Horace’s Ninth Ode in Book Three. A suggestion for 
dramatization. 

II. Latin Notes Supplements 

Fifty-one Supplements are ready for circulation. For titles 
and prices, see the CATaLocue of all Service Bureau material, 
now obtainable for 15 cents at the Bureau or for 20 cents 
postpaid. 

III. Bulletins 

Bulletins I, II, and IIT are out of print. For a list of the 

others, see the October Nores, or the CATALOGUE. 


IV. Miscellaneous 
Pictures, Scrapbooks entitled Practical Uses of Latin, Roman 
Life, and Vergil, wall posters containing The Educational Ends 
of the Study of Latin, and The Oath of the Young Men of 
Athens are available. For prices, see the new CATALOGUE. 
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